INFORMATION STUDIES                                              CURTIN UNIVERSITY

THIRD YEAR, GRADUATE DIPLOMA AND MIM STUDENTS


Practicum experience and assessment in Information Theory and Research 302/502 & LIS330/INFM130 Information Theory and Research
Two assignments in Information Theory and Research 302/502 & LIS330/INFM130 Information Theory and Research can be based on your Practicum experience. The first is a Literature Review and the second is a Research Project Proposal. The Literature Review will require you to select a topic, locate published research and discussion on the topic, and evaluate and synthesise your readings in essay style. The reading you do for the Literature Review will give you a good foundation from which to write your Research Project Proposal. 
The topic you select might relate to:

· a project you worked on that you would like to investigate further,
· an issue raised by your Practicum Mentor that requires deeper examination, or

· an issue relating to the services and/or operations of the organisation (library, records management or archives unit) that has sparked your interest. 
The types of issues that might arise are too numerous to list, but you should keep in mind that the assignments require a research approach. This means you should think broadly about the issue and avoid focussing on one workplace only. That is, think about how the issue may be investigated in such a way that the research findings will be more widely relevant. You also need to avoid what might simply be a project report, such as a report on how a system/process was introduced or an environmental scan. 

You will have plenty of time to consider and refine your topic when you are studying the unit Information Theory and Research (which is usually after your Practicum), but it is useful to discuss your ideas with your Practicum Mentor and colleagues. If you keep a reflective practice journal, which is highly recommended, you should jot down any thoughts about possible topics in the journal. The selection of topics will be discussed in the first few weeks of class.
Please note: if you are unable to relate your practicum experience to a topic for the assignments you are permitted to select a topic in the field of information studies that is of interest to you.

If you have been exempted from completing a Practicum OR you are completing your Practicum late in the semester
You will need to complete the same assignments as discussed above, but the selection of your topic should be based on:
· an issue that has been raised in your current or previous workplace (archives, RM or library), or 

an issue that has interested you (through lectures, readings, etc) in this course.
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