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Abstract

National Security and specific elements of Border Protection have been prominent topics of debate in Australia for some time.

A proud legacy of the Howard Government was a robust system of Border Protection. A system which was once strong is now
in tatters as the Government struggles to respond to organised people smuggling. Our borders are now essentially porous
and any semblance of an orderly humanitarian program has collapsed

One of Government’s most basic roles is to successfully provide National Security and a strong Border Protection regime. This
is only achieved with appropriately resourced agencies and a robust policy regime.

Michael’s address will focus on the Opposition’s approach to National Security in his portfolio areas of Justice, Customs and
Border Protection and the ways in which to break the lucrative people smuggling business model.
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